22 - TEA’S Myth of “Harder” Versus “Easier” 1999-2000 TAAS Test As Governor
Prepared Run for U.S. President Exposed

As Texas was preparing the transition, it unveiled its new curriculum standards previously noted
as TEKS. That meant for the 1999-2000 testing cycle, the TEKS *harder’ standards would be
incorporated into the TAAS test. That development prompted then TEA Commissioner Jim
Nelson write to school district officials across Texas an explanation of the harder test prior to the
first TAAS administration of that test cycle in the fall of 1999 for the 1999-2000 TAAS testing
cycle,

The details of that communication warned districts that the tests at cvery grade level would be
more academically rigorous or “harder.” With that warning came assurances about what was
destined to become the strategy of Texas’ future. Nelson urged school officials not to “worry”
because the passing standards would be lowered such that the percentage of students who would
fail the various tests would not increase comparable to the failure rates of the “casier” TAAS in
prior years. Here are the most critical excerpts from Nelson’s October 25, 1999 letter to school
officials:

“Like TEKS themselves, this test is more rigorous. However, a child who would have passed last
year’s test will also pass this year’s test...In other words, the TAAS will be no more or less
difficult for a child to pass in one year than another...Since a child who could have passed last
year’s test will also pass this year’s, there will be no change from the perspective of a school
district for purposes of accountability...”

This language is part of the overall narrative of The Lies of Texas that has additional detail.

Perhaps when the TEA realized the potential impact upon Texas Governor George Bush’s race
for the Presidency, the TEA administered the “harder” test in the fall but retreated back to the
“easier” test in February 2000.

The text of LIES provides more contextual detail.

However, here is an analysis of the HARDER test in the fall and the EASIER test in F ebruary of
the 10 grad exit math.

An experienced and highly competent high school math teacher was retained to evaluate the
actual questions on the HARDER test and the EASIER test.

Here are the actual questions; here’s the grade-level analysis by that teacher using the criterion
assessments outlined in THE EDUCATION CHILD written by Chester Finn — head of the
Fordham Foundation — and Bill Bennet — former secretary of education — defining grade level
math skills.
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